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Digest 
STORY PAl'IR COLLBC'l'OR 

J'Ollllded in 1941 by 
V. R. GAJlllllR 

COLUIX:TORS' DIGIST 
J'OW>ded in 1946 by 

IIIIIIBl!IIT lllCDIIBY 

Ve.1.22 lo. 254 'FIBlllWI! 1968 Price 2a . Od. 

.A CHAT WITH MY CHUMS· 
c:o-dt,.W ., -

IBf DOJ'T '!Dr 9Q ,-- B~L_ 1'111 AW j 
'ho c-t• by ccntribu-

tore tllia -th are worth attention. Bocw 'Jenlc:1118 
vritee: "1ba Red ""4P>et vu at ita beat about thia 
u .. ( 1911 ) • " And our Let• a Be Contronrllial 
oolumiat vritaa: "Cbarlea llaailtco'a beat atoriea 
in the a.. appeand in the period 1911 - 1912.• 

Ye17 r.,., people will disagree with tboee 
•ta~ta wbicb are ob'fiCIUllly trii., lllo', tt.n, 
4o not the tum llbo re-1- llaailtco atoriea 

,... aingle talae llld.ch t•tured 111':\"9 lied llagmt and Blue a. in 1911 
- 1912? 'l'boee etoriea , one -14 tbiDk, were ot ideal leagth for 
pruentation in euch !or11&t u the llerlin boalal, lloet ot thee elate 
,,.,,. little, 8lld - uq elating could euily be awided. The plota 
were good. The writing we tiret-cl-. lw'ely a reprinted Red llapet 
a\o17 would be 1-ly preferable to 1a8UiJlg a heavily-pruned chunk 
troa acme ver, lODC aeri .. ~ later yeare . 

' It - that the atoriM ael ected for reprinting ccme !rca the 
Schoolboye' . Own Li'bral)', - ot wbich were OOlllliderebly pnmed troa 
t11e ori«i,nala. lllo' dither about with the s.o.L.? . 

Ia it juat poeatble' tllat t!le 110re .euitable lied llepta 8lld Blue 
ci- are not oelected tor the aillple reuon that they are no longer in 
niatei>ce in the archive• at the J'leetvay Rouae? One canMt help 
WODderuiir. ' 
'l'BI VIRGIIIAll1 'ID RIO ll]) 1 8lld 'l'BI :mp!IBUI '1!IIIIB 

I • no television taaatic. I ......iii enJoy avitcbing ott. But 
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1J1Y favou r ite programme I nev er missed i f I cou ld help it . That pro
gramme was "The Virginian. " It has been running fo r a good many years 

now - sin ce the start of BBC 2, in fact . As is the case with anything 
which last s for a long time - TV programmes in particular - det e riora 

tion always seems to occur with th e passing of the year s . "The Virgin 
ian " was no exception , though it maintained a high standard throughout . 

I think I was attracted t o "The Virgi nian" because the s tor ies 

and set ti ngs reminded me so vividly of th e Rio Kid tales. One got to 

f eel at home in tho se set tings in the same way that Fria .rdale , wi th 

its environs , lived i n our imagination . Visiting Shiloh Ranch, Medi 

c ine Bow town and railway stat i on , each week, was l ike going home. 
The thre e cowboy chums - The Virginian , Trampes, and Steve -

somehow remi nded one of the Terrible Three of blue Gem days . Judge 

Garth and Be t sy provided a co sy family atmosphere . 
There were at leas t two seri es af t e r the star t in which all the 

characters fe atured i n every story. But, as the years crept by , though 

the story - line remain ed st rong, the endearing cha racteri sation slip ped , 

and somehow one began to think of "what used to be . 11 There would now 
be only one or perhaps two of the main characte r s in each sto ry . 
Then, after . the second or third series , Stev e dropped out e ntirel y . 

Like the Terrible Three lo sing Manno rs . 
Then, afte r another series , Betsy dro pped out - and finally the 

Judge . llhen th e last series appeared on BBC 2 , only the Virginian and 

Trampes remained . Like the Gem storie s of the la t e twentie s , t hey 

were only a shadow of what they once had been . 
The series was a little unluckY. Followi ng the departure of 

Judge Garth and Betsy - and , later , the ward who replaced Betsy -

there were a number of slow , heavy- going stories , and one fe lt that 
the delight of "The Vi r ginian " had gone fo r ever . 

Then someone had an inspira ti on , An old man, Mr. Grainge r, with 

his two grandchildren , took over Shiloh , and, for a while , the serie s 

regained a good deal of its old cha rm. Then fa t e stepped in . Charles 

Bic kford , who playe d Grandpa Gr ainger , died - and the final effort had 

failed. It was no surprise when the series ended i t s long run at the 

end of November. 
But now, once more r emi niscent of th e Gem, the BBC have gone 

right back to th e beginning, and are repea t ing the entire seri es, t his 

time on B{ICl . Seeing the Virgini an , Trampas, and Steve t ogether again 

- not unnaturally looking youthful - remind s me of th e pleas ure I 
experienced whe.n Tom Merry appeared once again i n the Gem as a new 
boy. And, as in the case of the Rio Kid tale s , the early ones were so 

vastl y superior to the later ones . 
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I s it odd t ha t television should provide a parallel with t he old 
pape r s? 

THE FUTURE OF SEXTON BLAKE 
"Exci t in g things in store for Sexton Blake , " announced our con

tr ibuto r , Brian Doyle, in last month ' s Digest . Certainly it seems 
clear that Blake is destined to ga in plenty of publicity in 1968 , but 
some read ers , like myself may have felt less excited than depressed , 
for i t all seems rather a mixed- up affair . The normal series of new 
Sex ton Blake stories is t o con tinue in due cour se , which is good news , 
and The Sexton Blake Annual will be ass ured of a hearty welc ome, pr<r 
viding it is produced in a wort h- while manner . 

More puzzl i ng , however, is the news that Blake i s to fea ture as 
an adver t is ing medium fo r bubble - gum, and that he is to be presented 
in picture strips . Also , a child ren' s publisher is to bri ng out Blake 
stories for the juvenil e market . 

Most of us know that , in the pa.st, Sex t on Blake never catered for 
child ren . Even long ago it is doubtful whether Blake f ound his readers 
among yowig people of .l ess than about thirteen years . In recent ti me, 
plenty of the modern Blake yarns have verged on the X-certificate 
ca t egory. Yet now an atte mpt is to be made, for the firs t time , to 
publish Blake for the tinies . 

Not for the f irs t time, Sexton Blake doesn ' t seem to kno w in 
which direction he is heading . 

THOSE DELIGHTFUL ADS. 
Ben Whiter , the li vewire secretary of our London Club (he 

addresses me as "Dear Admir al ;" excuse me while I count th e rin gs on 
m.y sleeve !) sends along some heartwarming lit tle memories of old ads , 
to add to those which I quoted las t month . 

He writes : '" The Ghost of Tabby ' was Nestle's. My f athe r used 
to quote Pickwick , Owl and Waver l ef Pen , and during my residence in 
Frank Richards' country ( 1930-19 41 ) the Pears advert appeared very 
prominently high up on the wall of the ol d Royal Hotel, Ramsgate. 
Recently, the failure of the Pan Yan company brought back memories of 
the ad with the little dog si tti ng in the midst of a broken bot t le of 
Pan Yan: ' You' re i n a f ine pi ckle !' 

"Pr ide of place must be given to Bovril - ' Prev en t s that sinking 
feeling , ' and that delightful one of the doct or preven te d frQm ente r
ing a garde n by a cow - 'A li ttl e Bovril keeps the doctor away.' 
Fi nally , the Rei d' s stout ad - a couple of draugh t horse s pulling a 
l oad up a hill - 'A st ou t pul l u p fo r Rei d ' s .'" 

Lieutenant Whi ter adds: "The utter piffle that one has to endure 
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these days, is an insult to any i ntelligent person ." 
I agree , of course . Splice the mainbrace. 

THE EDITOR. 

THE DIGEST GETS A SHOW IN WI GAN 

Reader Cliff Webb 9 on the staff of "The Wigan Observ er, 11 i s 
responsible for a delightful article which appeared in tha t ne ws
pape r i n December. The article was enhanceQ by a ti ~ top photogra ph 
which Cliff himself took , showing some of the periodicals e.nd volumes 
in his own coll e ction , and with the Christmas Number of C. D. showing 
up s plendidly in the place of honour. 
- --------- -- - ----- --- -- - ------ - ----
FOR SALE: Chums Annuals 1924 and 1926 (mint ) 32/ - for t wo. Tecdy 
Tail ' s Anriual 1938 , Mrs . Hippo ' s 1936 (7/6 each). Henty Omnibus 
1000 pages 7/6 . "Crimes, Thrills , and Chills" 1934 600 pages 7/6 . 
1914 Penny War Weekly Vol. 1 10/ - (rough copy) . Postage ext ra on 
all items . 

L. MORLEY, 76~ MARGARET'S RD. , HANWELL, LONDON, W.7 , 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
CONOOCTED BY JACK WOOD 

l!Y IIEIIORlES By J, Conroy 

I have been reading the Nelson Lee co l umn in the last few 

editio ns of the C. D. and I have been really i nterested in the re

kindl ing of enthusiasm for St . Frank ' s in variou s r eaders ' articles , 
I al wa.rs used to get the thre e books , the M48net , th e Gem and the 

Nelson Lee every week wit hout f ail. They were on orde r at the news

agents . I thus had a good grounding in the Hamil ton and Brooks ' 

schools . For a time the St . Frank ' s yarns became my favourite s . 
Somehow-the St. Frank 1 s juniors were real schoolmates of mine. The 

characte r s alive (I pref erred Nipper in the th ir d person and not as 

the au thor of the stories - controver sia lly I suppase) and I used to 

fancy myself at school with them. A sign , I think , of good story 
writing . The s tories I can remember best were the series when the 
juniors went to Australia and New Zealand and th e Test Matches were 

mentioned . I r emember also in anoth er story when Bandforth r ece ived 

a brand new Morri s Minor. I coul d imagine myself in it with Bandy, 

Church and McClux,,. Another enjoyable series when Wal do the wonder 

boy arrived . 
In thi s particular phase I 111Ust say I disagree with Gerry Alliso n, 

Handforth to me wes no differe nt from Horace Coker of Greyfriars and 

I liked both of them. 
However , slowly but inevitably I began to favour Greyfriars and 

St . Jim ' s. I don ' t know what went wrong wi th the Nelson Lee but the 

stories to ""' were not quite the same. I think that the detectiv e
adventure el ement began to predominate with the actual school stories 

of St , Frank 's pus hed into the background. 
This was a pity and may have had something to do with the sudden 

demise of the Nelson Lee. I had become a Frank Richards fan and I 

still am. 
But I still remember that er a of the Ne l son Lee when St . Frank ' s 

and EdWY Sear les Brooks were tops. 

ALL EXCEPT ONE! By W. O. G. Lofts 

I couldn' t agree more with Bob Blythe when in the l atest C.D. 
Annual arti cle he sta ted "that the permanent loa n of all those EdWY 

Searles Brooks' manuscr ipts to the London Old Boys Book Club wes one 



Page 7 

of the greatest finds in the history of our hobby," Being privilege d 

to go round to Bob's house one evening , and to peruse all the material 

in que stion , my mind simply boggled at the amount of research Bob will 

have to do , to trace all these hitherto unknown stories and papers . 

I n my own opinion there were two very highly i nt eree ting docu

ments found . One of them I will not deal with in th is article exce pt 

to sa,y tha t when I wrote abou t the subject a few years ago , it brough t 

me more correspondence than any othe r article I had wr1 tten . The 

othe r without question , was t he sheet of paper with E. S . B's . list of 

Nelson Lee Library want s , end th e note by th e side of the story No. 43 

Saints v . Friars (2nd New Series) to the effect tha t he had not 

written it, Thie as Bob sa,ys quite r ightly seems to prove conclusive

ly tha t he had not writt en this yarn . 
I must confess that thi s sto ry thr oughout the years, has given me 

more headaches than any other story of ~'hich I have had to try and 

prove the correct authorship . Apart froc, Bob who has alwa,ys maintained 

that E.S .B. did not write it , quite a large nuober of other St . Frank's 

enthusiasts have also maintain ed the same view . Mrs . Ross St or y for 

instance could not believe that t his yarn was written by the same hand 

that had penned such brilliant stories a few years previous. 

E, S ,B, also in his life-time did not help matters , by claiming to 

have writ t en every story in t he Nelson Lee Library featuring St, 

Frank's, even when the above story had been sent to him for pen1Sal . 

Even though one appreciates tha t an author cannot be expected to re

member all his stories , one would have thought that such an exception 

as this , particular l y as he had marked it as ' not by E.S,B .' would 

have stuck in his mim . 
Some years ago , when I had jus t done a gre a t favour for an A.P , 

former oditor of so me repute , I asked him to f i nd out for me if E.S . B, 

had written every story of St . Frank ' s in th e N.L .L. This was no 

simple task, believe me, and would take several hours of his own (and 

the finn's) t ime. After a while he replied to the effect that as far 

as he could discover E.S .B. had written them ell. Other writers had 

written stories such as Fred Gordon Cook/Balfour Ritchie/ end Andrew 

Murray, but th ey had never been used, being kept in reserve in case 

copy from E.S .B. had fai l ed to turn up , As none of the above tales 

had been used , it was logic to ass ume that E.S , B, had written them 

all , and this was published in the form of an article about four yeara 

ago in C.D. 
In view of Bob' s find, and now having a great deal more authority. 

in official circles at the present time , I decided to make a personal 
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search . Whilst my previous infonnant was corre c t in saying that as 

far as he could discove r E.S. B. had wri tt en t hem all , I was as to nish 

ed to f ind tha t for some re ason No. 43 Sain t s v . Friars was missing 

froc an old stock book . A further search in ot her channels brought 

to light tha t t he s tory was published at very short notice , and was 

writ ten by a pers on cal led E.S . HOU!AN! What is ren:arkable abou t this 

writer , is that despite having thousands of authors names in reco rds , 

this is the very first time I have heard of him, nor has extensive 

enquiry amongst old A.P . staff brought 81lif one who knev him . 

I have so far discove r ed that the write r probably came from 

Leytonstone . 
The sharp reader may wonder why the sto r ies (story) by the other 

vr1 te rs were not used , and my answer to this is simply that there is 

a record of the stories being ' lost • and written off as a loss . This 

was no doubt due to the movl!lg abou t of the Nelson Lee Lib r ary offi ce 

dur in g the l ast few years of its life . 
I n case soc:.e readers mEcy" s til l have some doubts about the other 

poor stories in t his period such as No. 37 , Glut to n and Goalkeepe r, I 

can conf irm beyond a ll doubt tha t E.S.B. did write them. In c lo sing , 

whils t I endor se wha t Bob said about th e wonderful co- operation of 

Mrs. Franci s Brooks which I have experienced myself, I also f ee l that 

Bl 1 Nelson Lee fans also owe a great deal to Bob for his enthusiasm 

and research. 

"FIPTH FORM RIVALS OF ST. FRANK'S" by Ray Hopkins 

In the Fresh Air Fiends series begiMing in May 1927, the re is 

an amusill8 in terlud e to the main plo t in which William Napoleon Browne 

bec omes smitten with th e charm of one of the fai r se x. The object of 

Brown's affection is Dora Manners, cousin to Irene of Moor Vie w 

School. It is un!"ortunate that t he eye of his great friend and study 

ma te , Horace Stevens, falls on Dora at the same time . 

The two frien ds are heading away from St . Frank's on a grand 

holiday motor tour to include Wales , York shire and Eas t Anglia , but 

one look at Dora and they change their holiday plans . 
"Who the dickens wants to go to Wales , 81llfhol<'?" says Stevens . 
111 will admit i t s eems absurd , 11 agrees Browe . "And what , 

after al l , i s the re to att r ac t us on the Yorkshire moors? What 

beauties axe there in the wild s of Norfolk to drag us there? I am 

beginning to fear , brothe r, that our enthusiasm for the motor tour 

was somewhat misplace d. " 
"By Jove ! I was just thinking the se.me t hing ," sa ys St evens 
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eagerly , "in fact, why go on this tour at all?" 
And so they join the other members of the St , Fr ank ' s Open Air 

Society to be near Dora. She is st aying wit h Ir ene and Co across th e 

Rive r St owe at the Moor Viev Open Air Camp. 
When the camps are destro yed by a violent s torm, Dora goes to St. 

Frank's as Under-nurse in th e school sana torium . And here the at mos 

phere be comes very delica te indeed between Browne and Stevens. Both 

want to entertain Dora , bu t not wit h the other tagging along . So 

they construc t elaborate verbal edifi ces in orde r to put the other off 

the scent e.nd of course come fa ce to face with one another , their 

brilliant verbal sub te rf uges cras hing about their ears . Though un

able to appear heroic sing ly to Dora , who l ooks upon t hem both with 

amused kindliness , they are able to combine forces and save her from 

a nasty s ituatio n when she is menaced by some London hool igans who 

have been forced t o spe nd some time in the school sanitarium. The 

roughnecks leav e Browne and Stevens sprea deagled for dead on the 

sani tar ium floor , but all their ache s and pains become vor th the 

ge tting to the t wo heroes fo r Dora becomes their nurse . So Dora find s 

she has two bruised but happy patients on her hands . 

WILD WEST WASII-OOT By O. W. Wadham 

The old Wild West is not popular in New Zealand, it would seem . 

About two years ago collect or s • pape ,....back editions of Buffalo 

Bill stories and othe r Wild West yarns fr om America began to appear on 

the bookstal l s . 
They were selling at }/ - each , and had bright coloured covers and 

"contained every word of the or igi nal edition. 11 

About s ix months ago hundreds of copies of t hese books began to 

appear on \he coun t ers of the big na t ion -wi de chain stories , Wool 

worth's and McKenzie's . Their pr ice had been reduced to 1/6 or 15 

cents. 
At the end of 1967 they are still being so l d , bu t the price ha s 

now come down to 6d, or five cen ts . 
Meanwhile "The Bes t of The Magnet and Gem," well dis play ed in 

most N. Z. bookshops , seems to be selling well; but , of cours e , has 

not been dumped here in such vast numbers as the Ameri can Western 

yarns . 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Note for those who co rr espond by pos t, or to keep 

your Who ' s Who up- to-da te ("889 17) . 
Will i am Lister , 137 Cunl i ff e Rd., Bl ackpool , Lanes. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
Februa cy 1918 

It is pleasant, for a change, to be able to say something nice 
about the Gem. It seems to have been a bit of an 11also ran" lately . 

This month, however , has been pretty good , even though I am not all 
that keen on t ales about the new set - up among the fa,;s of St . Jim's . 

There have been n:ore t ales about Roylance , who f irst featured in 
"Manners' Vendetta" last month. The first story this month was "Foes 
of the School House. " The foes were Manners and Roylance . The fags 

had organised a pape r- chase and Reggie Manners was one of the hares . 

Roylance res cued him from a bull, and ho was taken into the Cottage 

Rospi tal. Somehow the rumour got round tha t it wD.S Gussy who had done 

the rescue. Racke schemed so that Manners Major believed that Roy
lance had insulted him. Manners and Roylance fought, and Manners was 

beaten-
Next week in "From Foe to Friend , " Manners goaded Tom Merry into 

carrying on t he quarrel with Roylance. This time Tom and Roylance 
fought, and Tom only just won. At the end , it came out that Roylance 

had re scued Reggie from the bull , so all ended happily . Not a great 

series , but a read able one. I liked the writing but not the plot . 
Then came "The Fourth Form Det ectives , " and though Roylance came 

into i t , it couldn 't be by the same writer . Pretty awful tale which 

was a sequel to 11Racke' s Revenge" of last month. 
The last tale of the month pr omised to be awful but was actually 

quite good . It seems that a famous real - life Gennan spy - or pro

German - was named "Bolo," and. so spies and pro-Germans are cal l ed 
"Bolos . 11 The last tale of the month in the Gem was "The St . Jim's 
Bolo-Hunte rs . 11 Trimble had a pound note and everybody wondered where 
he had got it . It turned out that he had been distribu t ing pro-Geiinan 

leaflets for a "Bolo" named Klootz, a tobacconist , who paid him for 
the job. I thought it a good yarn. Roylance was in this one again . 

New boys are like some people 's noses . They turn up at every meal. 
Authors and editors don't know t hat snuff ' s as good as a feast . 

Quite an exciting event in the Boys' Friend 3d Library . This 
month it contained a new long Rookwood yarn entitled "The Feud at 
Rookwood. " The first time that Rookwood has ever been in the B.F .L. 

There have been a great many air raids this month, and there has 
als o been a murder. Mum doesn 't lik e me reading about murders in the 
newspaper. and Doug says I'm a gruesome smut. As a t ram was running 

down from El tham Church to Well Hall , the driver saw a body on the 
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edge of Elt ham Common, It turned out that it was th e body of Nellie 
True who had been murdered. A man named David Greenwood has been 
arrested , an:l he will be tried for the murder . 

I had a Nelson Lee Library th is month entitled "A Terrib l e 
Lesson, " or 11Ski ll Agai nst Cunning. 11 De Valerie , nickname d 'The 
Rotter , • though t t ha t he had caw,ed the death of a boy named Binns on. 
Being bl ackmailed by so me croo ks , De Valerie robbe d the Head, trying 
to make it loo k as though the study had been entered f r om outside . 
Then Lee took a hand, t he blaclanai l er s were caught , and De Valerie 
seems to be re f orming . There was plenty of act i on in this sto ry. 

John L. Sullivan , the boxer, has died in the States . 
We have see n so me good picture s this month. One was cal led 

11Rasputin - the Power Behind th e Throne , 11 and was supposed to be th e 
true s tozy which led to RW!si a backing out of the war . I t was f ai rly 
good. Anothe r t ime we sa w Mary Pickford in 11Mistre ss Nel l." Clara 
Kimball Young was i n 11Cami.lle. " Doug said he l ik ed it but he co uld 
qu ite unde r stand that small boys like me wouldn ' t think much of it . 
He• s fearfully toffee-no sed sometimes . I liked Henry Edwards and 
Florence Turner in "Grim Justice . " Flo rence Turner is my mum's 
favou rite star . Alma Taylor was love l y in "Molly Bawn. 11 You re al ly 
can ' t beat these English Hepwor th films, eve n though there ' s no 
knockabout stuff i n them . 

The Claver i ng se ri es erxied in th e month's first two Magnet s . I n 
"Danger Ahead , 11 Clavering 1 s old tutor , the Rev. Shepherd , visited 
Greyfri ars from Cotswood. But the Bounder very clever ly managed 
thi ngs so that Clave r ing was kep t out of the way while Mr, Shepher d 
was at Greyf ri ar s . The final s t ory Or th e se ries was 11Tom Redwing ' s 
Resolve . 11 The real Cal vering and the real Redwing met on the island, 
and Sir Hi lto n Popper turned up . Cla vering used a whip on Si r Hilton, 
and the whole story of the change of identitie s came out , So Redwing 
le ft Gr eyf r iars t o go to se a , and the Bounder hopes that one day he 
may meet Red wing again . 

There wasn •t anyth i ng more worth whi l e in th e Magnet this month . 
"Hunting for Treasure" was too silly for words. A periodical r an a 
competiti on in which it s editor was supposed to have hidden a treasure 
somewhere in Britain , and, f or no reason at all , eve rybody s tart ed 
searchi ng round Greyf r iars . Awfu l drivel. 

11Loyal Sir Ji.mmy" wasn't much be tt er . It starred Delarey and 
Sylvester , the fag who i s a mil lionaire ' s son . I think they run tale s 
l i ke this so that you shoul d appreciate all the more the series like 
the Clavering one . You go on buying the papers with hope i n your 
heart. 
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The La.ttrey seri es in the Boys' Fri end is turning out to be a 

very lo ng one with a barring-out . "Rebellion at Rookwood" was t he 

first one . It started off with plans for the barring - out , and a 

Tribunal s1 ts to sor t out the "Consci entious Object ors . " Good f un. 

Finall y th ey all dig tren ches on the school a llotments , and prepare 

for the barring-ou t . Next week in "Sti cking it Out," various people , 

includ ing the prefects and Hr. Manders , try, without success , to break 

the barrlJl8-0U t • 
In "The Fourt h Against the Head , 11 Momingt on, who has heard of 

the bar r1.Jl8-out, asks Erro ll to fetch him, so that he can join in . 

Morru.ngton has gone home, blinded by Lat trey . Erroll doe s as Morny 

asks , but on th e W"'J to the re bel camp, Erro ll gets ca pture d by the 

prefe ct s . However, Jimmy and Co manage to free him, so he is able to 

re j oin them . 
Last of the month was "The Rebel's Raid " in which the rebels 

managed to get food to their garrison , arxl captured Sergeant Kettl e 

int o the bargain. At the end of the tale , Mr. Lattrey , who is at t he 

root of all the t rouble , tells t he Head t ha t he, Hr. Lat trey , will 

take over and break the rebell i on in no time. Fearfully excit ing all 

t he way through . 
The Cedar Creek tales , as alw"'Js , have been ti p-to p . The first 

was "Chunky I s Gold- Mine" in which Frank Richards & Co were persuaded 

to advance the c:oney for a gold - mine which Chunky Todgers wanted to 

buy. They found out that all is not gold which glitte r s . 

In 11Three on a Trail " they se t off to find Frisco Joe , the rascal 

who swindled Chunky over the gold-mine , and when they caught him they 

made him suf fer for !us misdeeds . 
In "Striki ng o. Bargai n, " the Cedar Croek chums came on Poker Pete 

being cruel to his horse . They se t the horse loose , and lo ter on Hr. 

Lawless Jl8¥S for the animal . 
Finally "The Horse Hunters" in which the chums found the horse, 

a real demon. It is Vere Beauclerc who tames The Demon - and Mr. 

Lawless give Beauclerc the horse. Grand tale . 

W A NT E D : MAGNET, THRILLER, DETECTIVE lrlEEK1Y, BULLSEYE, pre-1940 

SKIPPER, HOTSPUR, WIZARD and COMICS. Single copies or bound volumes . 

MALLETT, 24 BATCHELORS BARN, ANDOVER, !IANl'S. 

W A N T ED : "ADVENTURE"; "HOTSPUR"; "ROVER"; 11WIZARD11
; and their 

Annuals . However old or new, but part i cularly 1950 - 1964. 

J . CAlVERT, 67 BRAMER.TON RD., BILBOROUGH, NOTl'INGHAM, NGS. 4NN. 



Page 13 

BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN 

'i!T, Archdale Road, East Dulwich, London, S ,E. 22 

!\y grateful thanks to all those llho have "r allied round" with 

articles for BLAKIANA during the past year. Josie Packman , 

Ilfl'RODUCING SEXTON BLAKE By Deryck Harvey 

I suppose there must be countless Sexto n Blake followers who 

cannot remember their introduction to the great detective . IIY own 
could hardly have been less auspic ious ; I met Blake in a tiny vi llage 

shop on the nether borders of Bedfordshi re. 
There , in the makeshift window of a quaint shop - it waa really 

only a room set aside - nestled two volu:nes of a p.tblication I had 

neve r seen before , th e Sexton Blake Library. I knew for certain I had 

to have th em. I must have been all of 12 years old at the time . 
The titles , I have rediscovered , were "Livin g In Fear," by 

Anthony Parsons , and "The Evil Spell " by Walte r Tyrer (Sexton Blake 

Library , 3d series , Nos , 215 and 216\. To my surp ri se , a benevolent 
aunt forked out the nece ssary ls. 2d. She neve r knew llhat she started. 

The benevolent aunt seemed as delighted as I was with the Sexton 

Blake Library (pe r haps because it kept an exuberan t ly heal thy nep hew 

quiet for hours at a. stretch !). Whatever the reason , she volW1teered 

to buy me the two new issues every month, and I've been enveloped in 
Blake lore eve r since . 

How I came to love those books ! Who could resist such promising 
titles , "The Secret of the Sixty Steps" (No. 213) and "Rated By All " 

(240) , both by John Drummond, or "The !!;'stery of the Rio Star" (230) , 

by Walter Tyrer? Even the names of the authors had glamour for me. 

I'd very soon acquired the compara tivel y- recent back numbers in 

t he local shops , and it didn ' t take long to become acquainted with 

the various authors. Par sons and Tyrer (I've longed for articles 
about them to appear in "C.D. " recently) became old fa ithfuls , and 

there were many others . 
John DrumPtond always s eeoed to write a good mystery , llhile Rex 

Hardinge had a bent for African stories . John Hunter could turn his 

hand to a sea story , Hugh Clevely ( I found out later) wrote hardback 

books as well , while certain authors hardly seemed to recur at all. 

Then I disc overed the market stalls . If you had comics to swap, 
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or pocke t money to spend , you could add second - hand Blakes to your 
collection at a much greater rate. \lhat e. thrill I had in buying a 

much ear l ier issue , 11The Stowaway of the 'S. S . Wanderer, 1 11 by Anthony 

Parsons (No. 24) : 
As if this was not en°"8h, by rare good chance I bought a Boys• 

Friend Libra',', "Chums of the Bombay Castle ," by Duncan Storm (No. 
668, 6-4-1939) . This advertised pre-war Blakes - one of them a John 

Creasey - and gave me first evidence of nearly 700 SBLs in a previous 

se ries. 
Coming a little more up-to-date , I was there for the rejuvenation 

of the Sexton Blake Library , the taking-<>ver of the series by II . 
Howard Baker. These were exci tl.Tlg times , Blake taktng on a secretary , 

Paula Dane, a receptionist , Marion Lang, and a vast new organisation. 
Blake seemed t o suit the modern age . I delighted in the earlier 

5th se ries Jack Trevor Story novels (regretting it when they became 

overloaded with sex) . Peter Saxon (Kr. Baker) virtually wrote Blake ' s 

war memoir s ; and authors roshed the detective to every world trouble 

spot . 
Part i cular l y fascinating was the Magazine Section in the 5th 

se ries , attracting shoals of letters from longer-standing Blake 
enthusiasts . I always felt this was not merely a bright new feature 

in its own right , but that it was designed to prolong the life of the 

series . 
Somehow or other , I was no longer a subscriber when Fle e tway 

brought the 5th series to an end in the early 1960s , but I r emember 

reading about their decision with pangs of regret . How could they? 

To kill off the great detective after more than six ty years : 
llell , we all know tha t Blake is back , we hope to stay . Even if 

some of us have doubts about the quality of the current Sexton Blake 

Library , our hero has never been so popular : he i s appearing on 
televisio n and radio in a comeback no-one could have visualised five 
years ago . 

Whatever the future , the r e is tremendous comfort , and a feeling 
of secur it y , in the knowle dge that Blake will live indefinit ely in 

"Collecto r s ' Digest .' 1 However long his new lease of life may or may 
not last , he will never lose those folklorists devoted to his cause. 

Rll'LECTIONS By Alex Parsons 

I hope the Blake eXJ)erts will excuse any misquo t es I might make 

in this article. I have no collection or lists to which I can refer : 

as the il lusionist would say, i t' s all done by mirrors . The mirror s 
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in t hia case being my memory which I know too well can dis tort the 

t ru t h as well as reflec t it , 
I ' ve read t he Blake aaga on-and - off , off - and - on for many years . 

I' ve also read many other detective s tories in that period, in cludi ng 

those i n whic h the f8"'0us Kr. Holmes played the leading part . But I 

have the warmest spot for Blake , Tink er and Pedro , no t forgetting that 

dear old lady with her bombas ine and Malapr opian gems - Mrs. Bardell , 

who is as much a part of the Blake saga as Blake himself . I ' m delight

ed to s ee that some of the modern- Blake au thor s think on the same 

lines . Martin Thomas in his excellent "Laird of Evil " gave her a very 

good par t , though a small one , which she pl ayed with her customary 

sk ill and ente r t ainmen t . In cidentally , I th ink this the bes t Blake 

I've read this si de of th e war, wit h Blake , Tinke r and Pedro working 

in close uni ty and bringing off the final coup t ogether . The story 

was rich in atmospher e also . I found myself wanting to take a sneak 

peep at the final page , 1'IY hat ~ff to Mart in Thomas ! Please give us 

more. 
I don't know which I r ead first , th e U.J . or the S ,B,L. , bu t it 

was the good old U,J. which appealed to me most , A book then witho u t 

illustr a tions was l ike a flo wer without sc ent . The ex cel l ent c ove r 

drawings captured my interest, parti cula rly the Christmas numbers 

which left one in no drubt 88 to the period of the ye ar, Off hand I 

can remember The Masked Carollers , The Mistletoe Mil k Mystery, and , I 

think , The Cr ime of the Chri s tmas Tree in which , if my memory serves 

me righ t , someone gets hims el f killed by bow and ar r ow. All these had 

ve ry fi ne cove r s , but who th e arti sts were i s a blank to me. I r emem

be r t he stori es faintly ; so faintly that I wouldn '"t care to write a 

synopsi s on any , But I do know that they were ric h in the atmosphere 

of Chris tmas. There was al s o a Christmas number in whic h the famous 

four of Baker Str ee t and s ome friends dressed as Dickens ' characters 

and t r avell ed to an old house in the coun try by coach and horses . I 

think Ruff Hanson he ld the "rib bons . " 'lllere was a mystery, of cours e, 

but what it was has gone from my memory completely , I' m hopi ng some 

kind Blake fan will enlighten me on the se points when he or she has a 

fe w moments to spare, Another U.J, which stands ou t in 111/1 memory con

tained th e Si ping Vampire s tory. This was a real weirdy , and 88 a 

reade r I ju s t couldn ' t fathom out how it could be any thing else but 

the supernatura l. Along came Blake to do i t for me . I don ' t think it 

was a Chris tmas number, but, at l east , it was a snowy one . This yarn 

has left the impression on my mind that it was a very good one indeed , 

It would make excellent re ading today . 
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The first post-war Blake I read came as a bit of a shock , and 

seemed like a bad dream. Bak.er St reet was just a name and in its 

place was a swank chrome and plat e- glass emporium l i ter ally "c rawlin I 

wid dames." Now, I have no objection to the ladies (bless thei r 

little cotton socks) but , I mean to say - in Blake's place? There 

was no Tinker but a f el low named Carter with an eye for re dheads even 

in business hours . I know that Tinker had a crush on the lovely 
Nirvana in the old days . But this was a boyish affair and conducted 

with propriety . llhat I mean to say is, that sex was spelt with a 

small ess , and wasn't a headlin e . I thought this Carter fellow a bit 

of a rouglmeck , and wouldn I t have been surprise d to hear the pi t ter 

patter of little feet and a -woman's voice ca lling out , "Breakfas t 's 

ready, Ted. Core and get it:" 
Blake was a changed man in several small ways , but still retai ned 

that something which endeared him to so many re aders for so many 

years . At least , he hadn ' t got himself t angl ed up with some of the 

"dames, " although I of t en had the feeling that soce of the authors 

were itching to do jus t that. Pedro was dead or banished . I ' m not 

sure which. And yet dogs are playing a bigger pert in crime detection 

today t han eve r before , llhoever decided to banish him or write R. I.P , 

on bis headstone slipped up badly, and then some, as Ruff Hanson would 

have said . There was hardly a cover illustration withou t a scantily 

clad girl ; while the motto seemed to be Sex! Sex! Sex! 'nte Lord 
knows why ! Most r eaders of detect i ve stories didn ' t care if the r e 

was a love in terest or not. And if there was it would usually be 

regarded as incidental, I feel sure that even our Lady Blake fans 

couldn 't care less whether Marion or Paula are in the stories or not. 

A woman criminal is a different kettle of fish , There have bee n many 

of these i n Blake ' s life , and they are all acceptable as part of th e 

scheme of things . To be quite frank , Blake's female staff grated on 

r:,y nerves . That was at first. Later on I kind of got used to the 

idea , but was pleased when none of them took an active pert in the 

s tory . I knew that a book must se ll, and if illustrating the ou ter 

covers with sex symbols , or int roducing a love i nterest into the tale 

kept the Blake i.maee alive, then ' twere well done!' Better a Blake 

with a sex interest than no Blake at all. It was a case of the pro

verbial half loaf , and a basic truth . Lots of the tales were very 

good; some weren I t: but one cauldn' t blame the writers al together . 

If an editor , or whoever it is who decides the trend of the paper, 

sets a general pattern I should think it rather cramps an author's 

style . 
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How glad I am that Pedro has been resurrected , and must say that 

the latest Blake series are almost in the cl assic mould. I haven't 

read a poor one yet . The authors seemed to have made a combined 
effort to blend the new style with the old with the most pleasing 

results - as far as I ' m concerned, anyway. Edward Carter is more like 

the old Tinker - not so brash or blatant. He still has a flair for 

redheads , but I suppose we can f orgive hi m f or tha t. After all, you ' re 

only young once. Blake seems more like his or iginal self and less 

like James Bond; and there is a definite leaning towards deduction 

and not so much fang and claw . But I still stand on T1!/f rights and 

sigh now and "8'il n for the golden days . As Fishe r T. Fish would say, 

"You gotta mosey along wi th the times, pardner . 11 Do I hear some Blake 

fan sa..vin&, "Hey, chum, just you keep Gr eyfriars out of th is column ! 11 

Yes! I think I had better mosey along . 

IDLE THOUGHTS OF AN IDLE FELLOII By Raymond Cure . 
I suppos e idleness can be a besetting sin; that is if you have 

suf ficient spare time to indulg e in it . There are occa si ons when even 

the busiest people should be idle - if only to remain human. 
Christmas Day can be one of these occasions , particu l arly in the 

afternoon , aft e r the feast . If you are i n your late fifties t he party 

line is out (more or less) . There is the T. V., and a jolly good 

festive programme can be seen , i f you are in the mood. But what i f 

you are not in the mood? This is how Xmas Day caught me out . A cold 

had developed to such an extent I would fain have retired to bed, had 

it not been the Great Day itself . 
If possible , 1.t has always been my custom to have on hand a 

little seasonable reading , though I f ind this is becoming a scarce 

commodity - so much so that only a f ew days before Xmas I was l onging 

to be able to go to the newsagent and purchase those deligh tfu l 

Christmas Numbers of the "Magnet, 11 "Nelson Lee " ard "Union Jack." 

(Only a pipe dream of course ! ) 
However, I did have the good fortune to obtain a copy of "The 

Snowman Cometh, " by Desmond Reid featuring Sexton Blak e (it must be 

admitted over twelve months late\. and this I carefully sal ted away 

until I should fe el the need of a Christmas toni c , not realising that 

by 2.30 p.m. on the Grea t Day i t self a t onic would be sadly needed , 

T. V. pantomime and circus cou ld not chana away those aching bones , 

the dull headache , the pe r sistent cou@ll, and above all not being able 

to tackle the Xmas dinn e r nor the Xmas pudding. 
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And t his is how I came to have a copy of "The Snowman Cometh" in 
my hand on the l ate af t ernoo n of Christmas Day, I don' t know what I 
expected it to do fo r me - but 1do it ' it did. 

Fro m jo i ning Sexton Blake' s Xmas party on page one w,t il the 
grea t detect i ve rus hed to 'phone t he season's greetings t o Mrs . Bardell 
when Christmas Day was nea r ly over ( page 140), I was transpor t ed back 
to t he great Blake Xmas's of t he days of Gwyn !:vans and Edwy Searles 
Brooks . With it s mixture of snowmen, parties and Father Xmases, to 
say not hi ng of murder and mystery , I managed to regain something of 
what is called t he Christmas Spirit i n the company of Sex t on Blake 
and Ti nker , Mrs, Bardell and Pedro , 

And now for a few desc ripti ve sho t s t hat injected that Xmas 
feeling. "Santa Claus lay dead on the bed , and away in th e distance 
a choir sang 'Holy Night ' with a s weet inte nsi ty ." "Mrs. Bardell was a 
believer i n a real old - f ashione d Xmas. A Xmas without mis t letoe 
would have bee n \Ulthink.able ." "It looked, with it s f i rst f aint powder 
of snow dusting the thatched roofs, a place of infini t e peac e and 
contentment." 

Shades of Gwyn Evans and E, S. Brooks , both popular Sexton Blake 
festive writers ; thank you , Desmond Reid! 

It see ms a long time since I shared my first Xmas with.Sexton 
Blake and Tinke r , Mrs, Bardell and Pedro ; but, give n t he opportunity 
and stories like 11The Snowman Cometh, 11 I shall be abl e to share many 
more wit h them. 

Somehow I do not regret being an idle fellow on Christmas Day; 
I had plenty of Xmas fun and thri lls - albeit the armchai r type. But 
then , a good fire and a good armchair is an excellent way to be really 
idle, 
-- - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
W A N T E D : Good loose copies or volumes con t aining e.ny one or 
more of the following : GEMS: Some issues between 80 1 and 832 ; 953 , 
ffl. m .~.~. m . m.m . ~ .~. ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ . m . 
992, 993 , 995 . ~: 401, 403, 4<Y/, 409 , 413, 4 15, 42 1, 422, 
47/ , 433 , 441, 442, 466, 467 , 474, 

ERIC FAYNE, E:XCE:LSIOR BOUSE, GROVE RD., SURBITON, SURREY. 

--- - -- ---- -- - -- ----- - - -- --- --- -- --
WA NT E D : GEM 805 ; MAGNETS 779, 782 , 

TOM PORTER, TIMBERTREE ROAD, GRADLEY HEATH, WARLEY, WORCS. 
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HAMILTONIANA 
Do You Remember? By Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 68 - Magne t No. 189 - "Sent to Coventry" 

Most of the new maste rs at the Hamilton schools were either men 

of mystery or tyrants who were often the mainspring of many fascinat 

ing tales of mut iny and rebe l lion.. Occas ionally, however , a diffe re nt 

kind of portrait was drawn, a charac ter stu dy of a master who was out 

of the ordinary, and certainly Hubert Lang who took over the Remove 

for a short time in the autumn of 1911 was of an unusual cast of 

cha ra cter. The red Magnet was at its best about this time , and this 

sto ry certainly possesses a very mature ai r . 
Mr. Lang was an inexperienced young man who ins tru e ted the pre 

fects to leave the form to him, and he snubbed the older members of 

staff when they were about t o offer advice. fie was of a scholarly 

turn of mind, and he regarded all game s as foolish - an opinion which 

he intimated not only to the Remove, but also to Wingate and Co\lrtney . 

Accordingly he was not prepared to res cind a detention given to the 

whole form on the afternoon of the Highcli ffe match, and mat ters went 

from bad to worse '1ntil the whole form decided to sen d him t o Coventry . 

llos t school stories are written solely from the point of vie w of 

the boys themselves, but this Greyfriars tale achieved ano ther dimen

sion , since Mr. Lang' s predicament was at the cen tre of the story , and 

not the Remove' s re - action to hie.. We were clearly shown how reluc t

ant he was to call in Dr . Locke because he hoped to obtain a permanent 

pos t else where on Dr. Locke's recommendation. We were also made aware 

of his genui ne desire to be on better tenna with his fom. but every 

concession he made was treated by them as a victory for their 

militancy . 
This Magne t story was in fact a tre a tise for the young school 

master, and contains many shrewd hints on how to manage lively and 

spirited forms. It was, in short . a story for adults, a most aston

ishing piece to find in a paper for boys . but none the less rewarding 

fo r th a t. 

LET'S BE CO!ffllOVERSIAL 

No. 120 . TOLL OF THE YEARS 

It was , I believe, So:nerset Maugham who stated , possib l y with 

tongue in cheek , that a pla ywright should cease writing plays when he 
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reaches the age of fi1'ty . Generalisations of that so r t do not re ally 

make much sense , fo r there is such a wide range in the abilities of 

indivi duals and general health must pl ay a large part with the final 

produc t . 
On the face of it, one would expect any author 1s work to go on 

improving with age and expe r ience , providing his health remains sound . 

So tar as general vri ting competence plus a command of words goes , 

tha t is usua lly the case . Often it is over plot cons tru ction that a 
writer ' s work sometimes deteriorat es as he leaves middle - age behind 

him. I can bring to mi.nd one or two write r s of detective fiction who 

have written less attractiv e sto r ies as old age caught up with them. 

On the other hand , plenty of writer s get one good story out of their 

system , after which nothing very striking emerges . 
Our main conce rn in this article is to see how far age affected 

Charles Hamilton who was writing immensely popular tales from the 
beginning to the end of his mare thon career . 

His best s t ories in the Gem appeared in the per i od 1911- 1912 
when he was in his middle thir ti es . Re had then been wri ting pro-
f ess ionally for nearly twenty years , so there was no l ack of experi 

ence . These wore probably his lo ngest individual stories , equal li ng 
in length t he cove r-to- cover stories which featured in the l ater 

years of the Magnet . By the time the very long tales appeared in the 

later Magnet, the author was approaching sixty years of age . In fact , 

he was about s i xty when the Bert ie Vernon ser ies was written. 
Technically , th e long Magnet s tories when he was sixty should 

have been superio r to the long Gem sto ries writ ten when he was thi rty

five> and it is possible that they were . Nevertheless , for those well 

acquainted with all t he phases of both papers . the Gem stories of 1911 

are more attractive than the Magnet t ales of , say , 1938. 
The Gem stories were fresh and jo yous, sparkling wit h youth . 

Some of the later Magnet tales were padded and long-drawn - out . 

Charles Hamil ton always insisted that he was never guilty of padding, 

and that , in fact , there was no such thing as padding for an experi 

enced auth or who set out with a certain length in vie w. Ve know, of 

course , ths t he was ei th er deluding himsel f or pulling our l egs . 
There was a considerable amount of padding , in the form of irrelevant 

sequences and facetious dialogue , in the stories of the later Magnet. 
It has been suggested that the extra - length given to the s torie s 

of the later Magnet was the i r handicap - that the author used thst 
extra le ngth w1 th padding . That is true , but the padding was not 
merely the result of t he ext ra l ength . The stories of the Golden Age 

of the Gem were eve ry bit as long , yet there was no obvious padding, 
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although there was at time s plenty of inconsequential dialogue whi ch 

cha rmed rath e r th an bored . 
The plot was t age , in blue Gem days , was enonnous . Plen t y of 

single stories of tha t period could, with advantage , have been extend 

ed to t wo or three . I f t he au t hor had any problec, then , it was to 

tell his sto ry in the leng th available . In the la te Magne t days , the 

reverse was the case . A singl e plot was spread, gossamer thin , ove r 

a long series , and padding was unavoidable . 
Roger Jenkins wrot e a splendid article in the Decembe r issue of 

C. D. Though his th eme was different from the one I am conside r in& 

here, he made several s tr iking point s which I propose to quote. Con

cern i ng a se ries which Charles Hamilton wrote "'hen he was si x ty , Roger 

Jenkins had this to say : " • • . had the story ended before tenn began 

instead of being allowe d to c ollapse into a series of repeti t ive 

inciden t s , the reput ati on of th e Lamb series might well stand highe r 

t oday . " 
And that , i n a nutshell, is that . When he was in his early 

six ties , Charles Hamilton m83 well have been writing as well as , or 

be tter than , ever before , but he now lacked the ability to cons tru c t 

new plot s. 
Duri ng the period 1921 - 1923, the Gem enjoyed a splend id re vival , 

and some of th e stories at that time were a joy. The author was t hen 

forty - f ive years old , and comin& near to his peak. At this ti me, the 

Gem t ales were handica pped by their sho rtnes s . To s ome e xte nt , tho 

author was faced with th e problem which a short age of space puts on 

any writer - the problem , in fac t, of Rookwood. Always , in t he Rook

wood t ales, the sho rtn ess placed a discount on characterisa ti on. 

The Golden~ of th e Magnet , roughly th e period 1927 - 1933 , was 

the time when the author was at hi s very best both in plo t c ons truction 

and in s tory-telli ng . Charle s Hamilton, in t he Magnet ' s Golden ~ . 

passed f rom fifty to fifty - su years of see. Let me quote Roger 

Jenkins agai n, writing of one of the series of this period : "Per haps 

the mos t tel lin g factor was the number of purely descriptive passa ges , 

where gloo m, mys t ery , and terror were depicted i n paragr aph after 

paragraph without any conversa tion a t al l . . " 
The underlining is mine. How very true are those percep ti ve 

com:.ent s from Roger Jenkl.ns! As the autho r drew to the end of his 

fifties, and ent ered his sixties , tho se pure l y descr iptive passages 

which had always been such unadulte r ated joy gre w l ess and l ess. 

Paragrap h after paragraph without any convers ation at all becsme some

t hing of a wistful memory . Conversation became the be-all am end - all 

pf padding as the years slid by. 
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Prob ably we could extend the Golden Af1,e to include the year 1935 
( the author was then about 58) for that year gave us the Stacey series , 
one of the greatest of all, and t he Polpelly series , tho ugh the l atter 
is far from being my favourite Christmas s t ory . But the Polpelly 
series was well t old, and Roger Jenkins wrote of this : 11The long 
desc riptiv e passages concerning the appearance of the ghost must sure 
ly rank as one of the aut hor ' s fines t word pictures . 11 So t here we 
have it agai n ,- and every word is true - that Charles Hamilton was at 
his peak of descriptive writ i ng when he was in his fift ie s . 

The question obviously arises: Was age the only reason for the 
de t erioration which most percept iv e readers would agree took place at 
Greyfria r s? 

My own view is tha t age had but very little to do with it. 
Charles Hamilton' s f ir s t post - war Bunter story was "Billy Bunter of 
Greyfri ar s School , 11 writ ten when he was about seventy - one . His last 
fu l l - leng t h Bunter story was "Big Chief Bwite r, •1 writt en when he was 
about eighty - five. Was the last - named story any l ess good than the 
f ir st one? Did it show any deterioration in that gif t of story 
-writing? I am sure that it did not. If anything , it was the better 
of th e two . 

Charles Hamilton possibly made mild mistakes with his post - war 
B\!,Ilters. His using of his old plots did not mat t er much, for the 
majority of his pos t-war r ea ders were expected to be unacquainted with 
the Magnet . But he had to spread those pl ot s over a nruch smalle r can 
vas , while s t i l l was ti ng space wit h too much dialogue and the 
occasional irre l evant comedy episode which sometimes prevented the 
plots from being developed as much as th ey might have been. 

For a while he tried to modernis e his sc hoolboy s l ang , and this 
jarred . In the later Tom Merry and Bunte r tales , the jturiors addressed 
one another as "old boy, 11 a mannerism which grated . He gave the later 
Bunter an addiction for spoonerisms . A gent l e spoo ner i sm can be fwmy, 
as in the case of the cl ergyman who announced the next hymn as 
"Kinkering kongs the i r tat l es tike. " But Bunter ' s spoonerisms were 
invar i ably unlike l y . 

Before the war Hamilton wrote natura lly and with great cha rm, 
i ntroducing the occas i onal classical allusion . When fame came to him 
afte.r the war, news pa.per col umnist s made much of th ose classical 
allusions . As a result of this , he tended to i ntr oduce just a trifle 
too many classical references into so me post -war Bunters , with t he 

· result tha( the natu ra l charm was in danger of becoming an overworked 
mannerism . 

It i s a ques t ion whethe r these were the mistakes of ol d age . 
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do not really believe that the competence of Charles Hamilton's 
wri t ing ever deteriorated from the time of the late r Magnets till hie 

s wan s ong wi t h "Bi g Chief Bunt er . 11 

Such slipping as occurred in the Magnet was due to plot sho r tage , 

One plot was made to last as long as possible , and the re sul t was the 

series of over-great length with inevitable padding and repetition . 

Plu s , possibly , some gnawing worry of what form th e next plot was to 
take . 

In the case of the post - war Bwite r books there was probabl y no 

worry, for there were pl enty of plots available while the autho r was 
cont en t to use his old ones . It was not old age that was any draw

back, but the fact that the author was a recluse was 1.n itself a 
handicap. He needed the se rvices of an adviser who would have avoided 

his sending the boys to France on a day- trip a t a time when da y- trips 

wore entirely suspended and when there were severe currency restric 

tions ; an adviser would have seen that it was something of a farc e to 

have a bank-ro bber use a horse and trap for a getaway vehicle after a 

hold - up; an advis er who knew his job would have avoided turning into 

ye t another South Sea s s tory a plot which had promised to be a t r ip to 

New Zeal and. 
But tucked away as he was , in the calm and quiet of Rose Lawn, 

there was nobody to make suggestions to him or to advise him on his 

writing . 
Probably he would not have listened in any case . 

YOU DIDN'T PUBLISH MY OPINIONS 
(accuses Larry Morley) 

entirely agree with Alex Parsons' ar t icle on the foreign series 

of stories which ran in the Magnet and Gem. 
If I remember rightly I put forth my opinions a year or t wo ago, 

but you didn't publish them. 
Like Mr. Parsons , I always felt uncomfortable when the chums of 

St, Jim's or Greyf'ri ars left for foreign parts i the only exce ptions 

were t he Hollywood series in t he Magnet ( 1930• sJ and the early "blue 

Gem" American se r ies ; the fi r st because of t he presence of Coker and 

the second becaus e of Hamilton's almost documentary account of social 

condit ions in the stock yards. 
As far as your Egypt , China , South Seas series are conce rned 

they Just leave me cold ; I believ e (dare 1 say it?) Chas . Hamilton 

was out of his depths. They hndn • t a true ring to them . Mind you , 
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I viewed them f r om adult eyes ; maybe if I had read them as a child I 

might have enjoyed them. 
liell that ' s just my opinion ; I suppose hundreds of othe r readers 

vill dis"8I"'e . As I said before , leave the Hamil ton schools in 

England and let Jack, Sam & Pete do the foreign travelling. 

THE POSTMAN CALLED (Interesting item s from the 
Edi tor' s letter-bag) 

ROGER JENKINS (Havant) : George Sellars see ms to have misread my 

remarks about t he Christmas stories in th e December C. D. I said that 

the Gem Double Numbers were unsurpassed , and of course I inc lude 

among the se "The 11,ys t ery of th e Painted Room" and al l the other old 

favou rites . So really George and I are in agreement here. I then 

went on to say that the Gem Christmas stories th at formed par t of a 

long series were disappoi nting . So I think that th e Gem wins where 

singl e Christmas stories are concerned , 8Jld the Magnet wins where 

Christmas series are concerned . 

BASIL ADAM (Newcastle) : This year's Collec tors' Digest Annual, to me 

was the mos t interesting for some year s . "The Making of Harry 

Wharton" by Roger Jenkins I found the most int eresting of t he articles. 

However I must disagree with him about Wharton being almos t a preview 

of the modern anti -hero . Such a thought makes me shudde r! Wharton 

is the soul of honour , chivalry and nobility , qualities unknown to 

the modern anti - hero type . \lell I am pleased to ge t t hat off my 

chest ! Next I found "Mr. Buddle'• Christmas Case" the best of all 

the Buddle s tories to date . I must admit at fi rst I wasn 't too keen 

on them, but I guess they must have grown on me, because I now look 

keenly forward to them, and the ir nice cosy atmosphere . 

II. LIST!ll (Blackpool) : Just heard on TV (University Challenge): 

Bamber Gascoigne: "In what relation do you pl ace Tinker ?" St . Hilda's, 

Oxford (after long pause) : "Tinker is a cat , I think . " 
Gascoigne : "Sorry no. Tinker is Sexton Blake ' s assis t ant . " 

Perhap s a fev back numbers of Collectors' Digest at the above 

educational establishments might have resulted in a few extra point s 

for a lucky winner . 

H. MACHIN (Preston) : I have been a constant reader of Magnet and 

Gem since the Spring of 1915. That is vhy Danny's Diary appeals so 

much to me. Yet I heartily disagree with Danny's assumption of the 

super i or ity of the early Gems over the corresponding Magnet s of the 
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same period. I have read very many early Gems and Magnets and t o me 

the Magnet stories were al ways more enjoyable and f ar better written 

than the early Gems. 

(Our reader may be right , but it seems to us that it ' s a long time 

s in ce Danny had any t hing very nice to S8/f about the Gem. - ED. ) 

E. N. LAMBERT (Chess i ngton) : Congratulations on yet anothe r wonderful 

Annual. lie all eagerly awai t this Gee of the festive season which 

sparkles brigh t er and brighter as each year passes. 
The articles and stories were superbly vr i tt en and I foun d it 

difficult deciding which to read first , not being a very systema t ic 

reader and rather inclined to s t art anywhere but at the beginning 

according to the a ttr ac t io n of the article. 
In this instance I started near the end with "Mr. Buddle • s 

Christmas Case." I am sure tha t the stories of Mr. Buddle and Slade 

School are r apidly becoming as famous as Mr. Quelch and Greyfriars t o 

all enthusiasts of IIBmiltoniana . 
I hope we shall hear more of his adve ntur es (not forgetting 

Meredith) before next Chris tmss . 

II. T. Tl!URBON (Cambridge) : Warmest congratulations on the Annual. 

Excellent , as al w8/fs! I found the art icl e on "I magination Unlimited" 

particularly fascinating . It recalls so many of those tales . Reginald 

Wray invented a charac t er Profe sso r Kendri ck Klux (an amalgam of 

Doyle • s Profe sso r Challenger and Rider Haggard • s Profe ssor Pt olemy 

Higgs, and se t him fir st in a lost world se tti ng in the Boys ' Friend 

and th en in a fine Chuckles serial "Phantom Gold ." Chuckles followed 

this up wi t h a good space-travel serial "A Trip to the Stars , 11 which 

was, I believe , a Fen ton Ash s tor y , This was followed by the great 

serial "Adventure Isl and." 
I think it was the Marvel that some time in the early 1920 ' s ran 

a serial "The Silence , " which was in the H. G. Wells vein . A Chinese 

air fleet almost conquers the world by means of magnetic power . The 

sac:e idea of magnet i c power , but this time used by a submarine to sink 

the British fleet , was used in a sho r t serial in the Champion (a 

"Cap t ain" type of monthly published i n 1912) . 
I think it was about 1914 t hat one of the comics published a 

serial on the 'Lost World ' theme - 0 When Tit:.e Stood Still . " - Do any 

of you older reade rs recall this? I have vague memories of anothe r 

space travel serial in which the inhabitants of Mars wer e gigantic 

beavers . : .. 
Sidney Drew wrote a Boys ' Friend se ri al "Wings of Gold II which 
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told of a lost world beyond the antarctic ice . "Ferrer s Lords' 
submarine The Lord of the Deep" vas al so in the Jules Verne vein . 
Chums just after the 1914-18 war had two space travel serials . 

Articles li ke th is raise very nostalgic memories f or we olde r 
members of th e fra ternity. 

(A serial "The Silence" appeared in the Magnet. - ED.) 

FRANK LAY (Whets tone): With ref erence to t he Annual article mentio n

i ng the two Boys Friend Librar ies , the problem as s tate d did not 

really exis t. In rr,y article on the Dreadnought (C .D. Annual 1957) I 

list both th ese stories as being by E. S. Brooks and a list of ten 
Sexton Blake serials . The Brooks i nformation is also contained in 
the London Club's bibliography of Brooks as follows: 

Scorned by the School R.W. Comrade Dreadnough t Nos. 25- 37 
The Cad of th e School " " 37-48 

However the matter is not quite as s tr aigh t-f orward as it seems . 

On the cover of Boys Friend Lib . 403 is stated in bold white lette r

ing ' by the author of "The Stowaway's Quest" ' and this information 
was repeated in B.F .L . 405 "The Cad of the School." The peculiar 

point being that , according to the inf ormation i n rr,y record s , B.F . L. 
398 "The St owaway 's Quest" was writ ten by L. J . Beeston . 

In addition to the Cliveden stories (which were reprinted f rom 

the Boys Her ald) sto ri es by Hamil ton of St. Ethelburta were also 
published . There were 24 reprints of Gr eyf r iars stories all told 

from No. 136 tc the final iss ue No. 159. 

REV I EW 
THE PENGUIN BOOK OF COMJCS Penguin . '25/-

Like some films and TV se rie s , turned out with an eye on both the 

British and the American markets, thi s book might be termed a "mid 
Atlantic 11 production. In f ac t , fro m the amount of spa ce devoted to 
American charac ters , the book is pr obably ra ther west of mid- Atlantic . 

For the British entlrusiast, this latest work on t he comics mB<f slip 
between two stools . 

The autho rs, George Perry and Alan Aldridge , have shown imagina 

t ion , th ough it is a question whether s ee i ng th e Bayeux Tapestry as 

the bi r th of the comic s tr ip is not rather widening th e scope too 
droa ti cal ly . 

The section devoted to reproductions fro m English comic papers is 

quite delightful, and the book is well worth a place in any enthusias t' s 
library. Even though, from our viewpoint , to o much s pace is devot ed to 
American strips , this Penguin Book is a winner on poin t s . It will 
undoubtesnv comand large aales , 
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NEWS OF THE CLUBS 
MIDLAND 

Meeting hel d 19th December , 1967 
The a tt endance at the Annual Christmas Party was the best for 

th e whole of 1967, fifteen members being present. It might have been 

better but a Tuesday prevente d at leas t two member s ooming. 
As is usual it took the form of a study f eed. The tab l e , sui t

ably decorated by Win Par t ridge , was loaded with good things to eat . 

Place of honour as usual was occupied by Ivan Webs ter' s magnificent 

pork pi e. Having refrained f r om eating since midday th e members were 

able to do full justice to the spread . This was an improvemen t on 
last year when so IID.lch food waS lef t over . · 

As this was the Christmas par ty, the formal business, such as i t 

was , was hurried ove r. A nice thought on the par t of Ivan Webster 

was to provide sui tab le musi c wi. th a record player 
Raffle prizes were won by Ivan Webster and Bert Fleming , Bill 

Morgan and Master John Price. 
The Anniversary Number was Nelson Lee Library (Old Series) No. 

550 "The Uninvited Guests" whi ch was published on December 19th , 1925 

- 42 years old . The Collect or' s Item was a bound volume of Nelson 
Lees (Old Series) No. 501- 512 "The Moat Hollo w Ser ies ." 

A tal k by John Mann was re ceived by Tom Porter just too late to 

be given to the meeting , but will be read at next month's meeting 
which will be he l d as usual on the last Tuesday of t he month. 

MERSEYSIDE 

Jan. 14th , 1968 

J . F . BEL!FIELD 

Correspcnde n t . 

As our member ship totals seven, excluding e xile s , the fact that 

a ll seven turned up promptly , and full of enthusiasm , speaks well f or 

the l oyalty of the t ight little circle of fri ends that now comprises 
thi s section. Our f ri ends else where can take heart in the knowledge 

that t he future of the sectio n seems assured, and this vas made abund

antly clear by the very en thusia s tic tone and admirabl e spiri t pre

vaili ng at this New Year meet ing . In fact, one member has proposed 
that we meet eve ry for tni ght inste ad of every month , end this will be 

dis cussed at the next meeting. 
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Several meJI.bers had received lette r s from Frank Case - ever a 

staunch suppor ter of the Merseyside club , and i t see ms ce rt ain that we 
shall hav e the pleasu re of Frank ' s co mpany in the very near fu ture. 
Evi den ce of the frie ndly concern for the wel f are of this sect ion WliS a 
most kind and generou s off er from Bob Bly th e t o make the lo ng trip 
fro m London in order to dis pl ay t he Edwy Sea rle s Brooks co l l e ction , 
and by ~o doi ng to st imul a te fre ~h interest , and encou r age ex-member s 
to r eturn to the f old . Thi s very w&nn- hearte d gesture was disc ussed 
at leng t h by the seve r. . Alas - most of ow· ex- members reside wel 1 
away from Merseyside , anC al though ti".e decisio n wcts taken wit h the ut 
most reluctan ce , the members wer e unanimous th at we should decline 
Bot ' s offer , albei t wi th our heartfelt thank c , on th e gr ounds that we 
could not po::,sibly put Bob to all the time and t r oubl e when the maximun.. 
at tend ance .,,.e could hope f or could only be a n:ere eigh t or nine . Yet , 
how wonderful to know we hove such good and val ue d frl ends . 

For this meetin g, the "rour.d table " a t "Winds or Castl e" was dis 
pensed wi t h , and we al l sat cosily round a blazing co al fire . There 
was not one sin gle lull i n th e convers atior. , and I doubt whe t her in 
the las t five years we hav e enjoyed a more animated or en t ert a i ning 
get - toge t her . Topics r an ged far aud wide , including suggestions f or 
anothe r p.iblic i ty campaign , such as ano t her exhibition of t he Magnet , 
Gem and Nelson Lee , etc . , at another of the publ i c libraries. Bert 
Hamblett pro vided. a very interes t ing ta lk on the Thomson periodicals , 
wi t h emphasis on tl .e e xce ll ent sports ya rn s wri tten for the Wizard and 
kindred paper s. 

A letter was r ead , which ha d ap peared in the "Live rpool Echo 11 

from & corre spo nC.ent, one of many, who was writi ng abou t nostalgic 
memorie s of "Old Li ve rpoo l , 11 and menti oni ng "pe a- wack, " and "Wet 
ne llers" and "t he back of the market," etc . , and probably his fondest 
memory - hi s purchase of tte Magnet and Gem every week . As we judged 
the old chap to be about 85, we dismissed tt.e idea of i nvi t ifl8 hi m as 
a possib l e new member. Alth ough, come to th.ink of it , why not? 

Our next meeting will be Sunday , 11th February , 7 o ' c lo ck. 

NORTIIERN 

Meeting hel d Saturday , 13t h Janua rY, 1968 

FRANK UNWIN 

The first meeting of the year us ually has a small attendan c e, 
due to family parties c{ld othe r social engage ment s, ( not we hope to 
t he 'f lu now pre valen t) and J anuary 1968 with eleve n was one less 
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t han i t s predecessor. Chairman Geoffrey Wil de in his welcome remark ed 
though the band was 11small and se l ect " he felt it was going to be a 
joll y mee ting - and it was ! 

Gerry got out his lette r s from postal members , and we had a n 
exciting half how- listening to and discussing the news therein. 
First , Cliff Webb had had, among other it ems, our Greyfriars Ser i al to 
read over Chri stmas , and he repo rt ed "he was amazed and delighted to 
find such an arra y of li t erary talent in our r anks. " Not all the 
writers were the r e , but those who were felt the same emotions at thi s 
pr aise from a professional , and were very pleased Cl i ff had enjoyed 
their effo rt s. 

Now Gerry read letters f rom members who had had finds of old 
boys• papers in second hand sh ops. First , Cliff Smi th ( two volumes of 
"Chums" at a modes t price) ; second Tony Hallman (some Greyfr iars 
Holiday Annuals) ; third, in fa r awey Canada, Bud Rudd (a haul of over 
100 mint "Magne t s" vintage period , and Boys ' Fri end Libraries) . By 
now the meet ing was gasp in g with exciteme nt and re j oicing at our 
friends • good luck. Who said the mine was worked out? But , Gerry , 
with t rue showmanship , had saved the most unbelieva ble find t o t he 
last. A ' phone call from Alfred Hanson who had had t o summon a t axi 
to bring away th e parcels of books (Magnets, Gems, S.O . L' s , and 
S .B. L' s , e t c. ,) he had by chanc e come across in a second hand shop ~ 
Such news was a wonderful tonic for 1968 , and the talk ran on (as it 
does whenever collectors ga ther) on finds , near-misses , and hopes for 
the future, and we al l joined i n congratulating t he lucky four . 

The programme was now t aken over by Ron Hodgson, who had a qui z 
of 52 questions for us. The range was St . Jim ' s , Greyfria r s , a nd 
Cliff House, th e q_uestions nicel y varied as regards ease or otherwi se. 
Ron is widely read and obviously his memory is exc ellent . When we had 
f in ished writing down (or leaving blank) the tea a rrived , and we broke 
off for r efreshments . Then Ron gave the answers and t he winner was 
Bi ll Wi lliamson, 2at ; second Geoffrey 27t , and third Gerry 23t , Now 
it was Bill ' s turn , and he gave an i nte r esting talk on how he s tarte d 
reading the ''Gem11 and then the "Magnet , " the latter becoming his 
favouri t e . He told the reasons f or thi s , and led a general discussion 
on this evergreen topic. The many times that Bi ll comes out top in 
our Quizz es is evidence of his know-ledge of the old papers . 

M. L. ALLISON 

Hon . Sec . 
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10NDON 

Our second vi sit to Fri ardale , Ruislip on Sunday, January 21st , 

vaa a quali f i ed success . The attendance was excellent and must have 

been ve-ry pleasing to Bob and Mrs. Acraman, who vere perfect hosts . 

One very wel come member was Tom Port er , who had made th e jou rney from 

Crsdl ey Heath , Worc s . 
Nelson Lee librarian , Bob Blythe , s tated t hat 1, 900 Nelson Lee ' s 

had been borro wed during 1967 and Roger J enk i ns told of very good 

borrowing i n his Hamilt onian sect i on . 
A dis cussi on to see if the c lub 's old Sexton Blake sectio n of the 

lib rary could be re star t ed endod in th e mat t er bei"8 deferred un til 

next month . Whilst on the subject of Blake , Len Packman r ead an 

articl e from the "Sunday Times ," of January 7th and a correction that 

appeared th e following week , Aft e r re ading the se two items , Len 

read long extract s from club newsletter number 5, the da t e Octobe r 

1952, Both readings were greatly acclaimed by all present . 

Don Webs t er read an amusil18 quote abo ut Billy Bunter by the M.P. 

for Fli nt shir e on the occasion of the re cen t economic debate . This 

from an i ss ue of the "Daily Tele graph . 11 

Don Webste r conducted a "Papers" quiz . Resul t was a win for 

Laurie Sutton , se cond Roger Jenkins, and third spot occupied. by Ben 

Whiter . 
Advance copie s of the two new Greyfriars Armada books were on 

dis play . Members were asked to donate lette r s and other material for 

John Wernham's Hamilton Museum, that is , if suitable. 
Uncle Clegg's shop is i n the v ill age of Ruislip but there was no 

need to go there as the Acraman family , about seve n of them, saw to 
it that th ere was tru ly a Fr iard ale fe ed , 

Aft er tea t here were ot her j olly happeni"8" but as I had to 

lea ve early , tr avell in g back to town and Euston sta tion with Tom 

Porte r , these will be repor ted oin the next newslette r . With the next 

meeti"8 be i ng the A, G,M. and election of offic ials for 1968 , kindly 

let Len Packman know if a tt ending Hume House , Eas t Dulwic h , on Sunday , 

February 17th . 
UNCLE BENJAMIN 



RIVI BYS 
"BILLY BUJrrBI! m' GBBIPR:UIIS sa!OOL" 
"BILLY BUlffllR' S POS!'AL ORDE" 

Pap:,1 

J'ram: llicbal"de 
(Anada 2/6 each) 

• "Jla?7, I • aich obliged to 7ou, • said the Bead, 
The Bead vu too cour teoua to add tbat, bed llary procmced the 

poetal order rnia tile pocket or her apron at tile start, it would haft 
eaffd a lot of ti•,' 

'l'ba t is 811 utrac t rroa tha original •di tion or "Bill;r Bunter' 8 

Postal Order , • (It ie pruned a,,ay in the Araada reprinting.) In 
t act, it isn't only Mary llbo - to vute a lot or t im in theN ho 
eari, poet--ver Buntere. There are quite a mmber or occaaicma llhen 
a short cut llieht , with adT&Dtage, haYe speeded up tha pedeetrian pit 
of the :,ar,,e . 

Botll e'tori• are, or couree, pleaeant reading. "Bunter or Gre7-
rr1an School" .... th• !iret or tbe poekar Bunter boob, and it .... 
obnoue to all that Charles 8-ilton carried OD nr, aich r.- where 
he had latt ott in the Jlasnet or 1940. It ie a,ch on the - linee 
ae the lipter talee or the late limpet, ...., down to the tn.p llho, 
inat!ectivelJ, lmepe popping Oil and ott the ...,_, 

In "Bili, Bunter'• Poetal Order,• the Owl ..ttl• an order 
belOJICillg to ·Jlr. ~lch, beliAt-.iJlg it to he his own - and then loa• 
it . · It -1d - that aild llbrJ.nlal&e baa bee applied to the 
origl.Dal atoriea, · and both~ haft -rgecl unharMcl !rm it , 

s... llacdoaald illuetratia are reprinted (not Offr wll) !r<>a 
the tirat editions , · 'l'be coffr illuetrationa · are adequate, it not 
etrildnglJ good, U the pr i ce, these boob are ezcallent value ror _,.,, .. 
------------ .-------- -------- - . ----
~: llmpate : ~r Double lumber 1914 "Barr, Wharton & Co'a 
llolicla7" £1 . Reel llagneta Boe •. 306, :,86 (coapl ete but a little rough) 
12/6. -· , "1ao, without COffr&l 121, 1'5, :,11, 367, 4:53, 7/6 each. 
White 1d llagnete 401, 402, 12/6 each. Blue Gee :,ee complete but OD 

the~ aide 7/6 . Blua Gell "Grundy' or th e Shell" '7 9 10/-. A nr, 
rev llodern Boye, ,ear about 19:,:,: 2/6 each, Prairie Librar, (1920) 
1/6, Aldine O'er Land & Sea Library lo, 200 2/6, Postage utra 911 all 

it-. S, a.e. tirat, to f 
EIC PAID1 IIJCIUIIOR Pl§I, GIQYI BPr SUBBI'l'OI, J 

I 



ElPOl:TS AT SPORTS IIUT NOT' IN Wll TINCi l 17 "· o. Ci. LOttl _ 

Dupltt the t act that our editor and ., .. It hi•• uprtued Ult flra COl'l'flotlon that 
lloor"IH wrttt.en by ta.ou , erlck ettra and toot.belltr1 IHN reall.1 trlttcri bJ 'lbo8t .. 1t er1 1 

U ..... that CbtN art lttll 911,J peOPle Ibo dC::Ubt tbta. 
tn a recent letter, a co llector told• tbat •a, could not 1-.1n e mat a IP(ll"tl 

tdol or •tllton, could atoop '° low u to pt ...«i• tUt to write hla nortH. 1 tuch u 
tb• lM oewtc. of ptcpl t out , tde the rta:i.. or th t publt1hln 1 world\ 

&a atated prntoua the ,torlH Pl"f•-4 to hi.Ye l>M'I wrt tttn by wa u, 1-.:ind ..,.. 
tn tact penned b7 one J. T. Bolton , a 11rtter wbo9 I -t conf,u l dkl noi DOW' IIQ'1blnc 
lbout. Thlnka now to a •llbtr ot the Preas Club I can ctn ..-, detalla about tbl1 athor. 
JI ... Bolton .. indeed Cha lnlltl or G\e PNH Clutl, an:I • 'flf'Y popular...... • .... 
.. Cl'9t.al"J ot 11.JQITT tile PIPfl" tor Ole forces cturtns the war, Ind WI.I &110 a ••11 tnoilsl. 
c,ortlnc lownallat, It ta comon knoWlldl• doMl Fleet Stre et that bt wrote practtcallT 
all the U"ttclea am ai.ortu preai.mtd to hlTe been pmned bf tmoua apcrt.a 1tan. JndNd 
t.JMre ta a popul• 1tol'1 atlll told tn tbe tanrn, of Che 1trHt or Ink tbl.t J. T. Bolt.on 
hid ,rttttn an ncellent It.or,' •tch ht tad IUMltt«I to th e cricket at.er tn quHtlon for 
a,sronl. Tbl1 1t.ar wrot.e bes to hi• ••••••nc o., optntcn G\at It •• the beat ltol7 

be ( ~ :!:.! ) .,!: ::er-cr:1t~t:; 1...- .. ,1on that aen who IN 1k~ed In Ult field or 
tpCrte Clft nenr be wrtura. 8oM Clo .u, the OWi• u.ually after rettrtnc troa their 
"*'t tn queatlon , bat nr, t• I•• afraid really pen the 1iortt1 tbe7 are pre.-cl Co 
rwt"e .-ttten. 

- ~~~·~~ ott=l~ 0~ ~:a:; != =.~.::--T, OCUDf, PLATIOI, 
J. a. tlOllft'OII, "1 anaaBI DD, UPPDNIU., tUIWt . Linc•. 

~· Collect.ors Dtc11t 117 • ~ Soptoe_. 19S6 t.o Jm, 1967, 1.lO coplu Ill I~ 
alnt condition. Q,Sa,Olt. tbt lot. 

I. OCilD, 11 IU.11HS ROlD, KANallBTD. 19. 

~ • IIOl.•1 :,al, ,io, ,o. '16 u.-tlr' IG'IH) IIJI-. I.A. 19'2, 20I- . c.o. _. . 
~. 1965, 1966, 10(- Ndl.. ltrtlad• 'POU. 2, 6, 11, 21 - -,J- wl. ' 

·-· -~-~~·-!~~l~~~·- ~I~!-~~;- ... ,..•- - --- • - -

WIIDR •• J~ (Jd London) - four •nu«:1 l'<Ll'S TALD,• (•l1UIL• __. ... Cll..1') 

.. ... OID .... tor PN"'191,. •TAUB .... uffl.E PULS.• 

li<>ffla ·ll.lalD -· mn.a bf b'lc fijrii, IS,t.icr Nw, Cron ioiii, liriiton, Bumi. 
L1tho-duP ll cat9d bJ Tort Dupltcattnc Se n"ICH, 12& Th• ~lH, Tork. 


